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DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING 
of October 28th, 2015 

Airport Community Consultative Committee (ACCC) 
Silver Dart Boardroom, Calgary International Airport 

 
Committee Members present were:   

 Air Canada 
 Albert Park and Radisson Heights Community Association 
 Beddington Community Association  
 Bridgeland-Riverside Community Association 
 Calgary East Conservative MP  
 Chestermere Regional Community Association 
 Crossroads Community Association  
.                                      Dover Community Association 
 Hawkwood Community Association 
 Inglewood Community Association  
 Kincora / Evanston Community Association 
 Marlborough Community Association 
 Marlborough Park Community Association  
 Martindale Community Association 
 Monterey Park Community Association  
 National Airline Council of Canada (NACC) 
 Nav Canada 
 Northern Hill Community Association 
 Pineridge Community Association 
 Riverbend Community Association 
 Rocky View County 
 Rundle Community Association  
 Sandstone MacEwan Community Association 
 Signal Hill Community Association 
 Skyview Ranch Community Association 
 Strathcona Christie Aspen Community Association 
 Temple Community Association  
 The Calgary Airport Authority 
 The City of Airdrie 
 The City of Calgary 

Tuxedo Park Community Association 
 Winston Heights-Mountainview Community Association 
 Whitehorn Community Association 
 
By Teleconference: Air Canada  

 

Regrets: Falconridge / Castleridge Community Association 
 Hidden Valley Community Association 
 Meadowlark Park Community Association  

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CDwQFjAAahUKEwjUt7aAjpXGAhUDK4gKHR1rBH0&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brcacalgary.org%2F&ei=nI6AVdT5BoPWoASd1pHoBw&usg=AFQjCNErQuBKmD5vm9OpczhKteMPymEoAQ&bvm=bv.96041959,d.cGU
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CBwQFjAAahUKEwjU77SVuOjIAhVCpYgKHZzxCDg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hawkwoodca.com%2F&usg=AFQjCNG3ervkRcf2QIYwCWzTdLRzL__t9A&bvm=bv.106379543,d.cGU
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CEEQFjAEahUKEwi9ua2yt-jIAhUPKogKHR04Amg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmovingincanada.com%2FAlberta%2FCalgaryNeighbourhoods-KincoraEvanston.htm&usg=AFQjCNECd8PF5-OaAp2Bs0acotMb6HqH5Q&bvm=bv.106379543,d.cGU
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB0QFjAAahUKEwigkcOxuOjIAhVJKogKHemOBiA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fshca.ca%2F&usg=AFQjCNFnEPLZZ5dOC0VfFp0yxRgVz-TYwA&bvm=bv.106379543,d.cGU
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____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
 Meeting was called to order at 6:32 
 
 

Welcome & Introductions 
 
Jody Moseley, Senior Director, Communications and Stakeholder Relations, Corporate Communications, 
Calgary Airport Authority started the meeting with a word of welcome and informed the group on the format 
in which the meeting would take place. 

 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

The Calgary Airport Authority (The Authority) introduced the agenda and order of business was accepted.  
 
 

2. BUSINESS  
 

The ACCC 
 

 Out of respect, meetings will be kept to the 2 hour scheduled meeting. 

 The Authority is asking that all community association presidents reconfirm annually with The Authority 
due to a large turn around in appointed people.  This will also allow The Authority to renew contact with 
the community president. 

 We are asking that you provide feedback on how you are communicating with your community 
members.  A database link is being created on the YYC.com website where we will invite all community 
representatives to insert communication sent to their community members in the form of newsletters / 
updates / emails regarding updates on noise concern.  The Authority also would use this database 
library to post any updates.  This link would provide all members of communities a library of information 
to review and get informed on.  This also would help us to engage with your community. 

 The Calgary Airport Authority is requesting that all noise concerns be directed to the online resources. 

 

Update on Noise Concerns 
 
Terry provided an update on noise calls.   

A map of noise concerns will be provided online showing calls coming from different sectors. They reflect 
calls received and number of individuals that call.  The Calgary Airport Authority made it clear that all calls 
are valued. 

Terry was pleased to announce that we are seeing a lot more concerns coming in through the websites 
which allows us to get back to the individual in a timely manner. All calls are reviewed by the technical 
committee to establish how concerns can be dealt with. 
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Question & Answer Presentation Format 
 
A panel of experts were introduced and were present to answer questions The Authority most often receive. 
 
Captain Brad Waddell, Captain w\ Air Canada representing NACC(National Airline Council of Canada) 
Terry Thompson, Director, Environmental Services, Environmental Services 
Doug Franceour, Director Airfield Compliance,  
Dave Mastel, General Manager, Flight Information Region w\ Nav Canada 
 
 
How are runways selected for use? 

Safety is the primary thought when determining which runway to use. Runway selection is based mostly on 
wind direction.  Aircraft land and take off into the wind.  Other factors that determine runway use include 
operational requirements, such as the maintenance and repair of airfield surfaces.  

What Determines the Use of Runway at YYC?   

Decisions about runway use are made carefully and take into consideration numerous factors including 
safety, wind direction and wind speed (surface), air traffic congestion, aircraft weight, the number of inbound 
and scheduled outbound aircraft and noise abatement procedures.  Preferential runways are in effect at all 
times and are in operation when conditions allow, to minimize noise impacts in communities.   

How are runways used for day and night? 

Noise Abatement Procedures (NAPs) are published procedures outlining jet aircraft arrival and departure 
operations.  These procedures are published in the Canada Air Pilot (CAP) and are designed to minimize 
the impact of aircraft noise, while ensuring safe aircraft departures and arrivals into the airport. 

Click here to read YYC’s published noise abatement procedures.  

What are bedposts and how are they used to arrive traffic into the airport? 

Bedposts are an example of a structure put in place to move aircraft safely. Calgary has four bedposts and 
these bedposts are geographical waypoints for all flights coming into Calgary. Bedposts keep arriving and 
departing aircraft on predictable flight paths, minimizing in-air crossing of aircraft. The airspace was 
designed to place equal amount of traffic over each bedposts. 

How do you assign the use of the runways? 

Winds and airspeed are usually the primary factors in determining which runway to use. At YYC, the parallel 
runways are most often used. Flights arriving or departing east will use the east runway and flight arriving or 
departing west will use the west runway. As stated earlier, other factors that determine runway use include 
operational requirements, such as the maintenance and repair of airfield surfaces.  

Why can’t aircraft go north more often? 

Historically, northbound arrivals and departures are used more often than south bound arrivals and 
departures due to the prevailing winds in Calgary. Percentage of use is approximately 54% north – 46% 
south. Weather and seasonal patterns also plays a role in the direction of wind, and as aircraft are required 
to take off into the wind, this also influences the departure direction. 
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Why can’t you do 10 degrees on 35R? 

Transport Canada did not approve the 10 degrees turn on the northbound departures for 35R because of 
the way the runways are staggered. There was a concern that aircraft departing on 35L could be airborne 
sooner than an aircraft departing on 35R and could therefore, could be subject to a greater amount of wind 
drift to the east, creating a safety concern for the potential of aircraft drifting into each other during take-off.  

 

Why is departure path for 35R so wide? 

Aircraft performance, loading and size play 
a role in how much runway is used for 
departures and how soon they initiate the 
15 degree turn for separation requirements. 
The destination will also dictate which 
direction the aircraft will turn on course. 
Additionally, not all aircraft perform 
identically and there are a number of factors 
that influence its performance. Weather, 
airport operations and other aircraft in the 
area can influence their departure path. 

 

Can departures from 17L go over 
industrial area longer? 

The Authority is presently looking at options 
with Transport Canada, Nav Canada and 
airlines on the development of something 
called RNAV SID (Required Navigation 
Standard Instrument Departures). The 
RVAV SID would be a change in procedure 
to allow for aircraft to depart from the 
runway to a specific GPS point then initiate 
their turn to head on the departure path. 
This path will be designed to be as straight 
as possible, with the idea of keeping aircraft 
over the industrial areas as much as 
possible. However, not all aircraft perform 
identically and there are a number of factors 
that influence its actual flight track. 
Weather, airport operations and other aircraft in the area can influence their departure path. Therefore, 
although they will follow the regulated procedure, one should expect some variances in day to day 
operations.  

Can we reduce the splay (width) of the departure path for 17L? 

As we stated previously, not all aircraft perform identically and there are a number of factors that influence 
its performance. Weather, airport operations, aircraft weight, fight destination, other aircraft in the area etc. 
can influence their departure path. However, our airline partners have volunteered to instruct their pilots to 
wait to initiate aircraft turns until reaching 1000’ above ground whenever possible. The RNAV SID departure 
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procedure is also designed to be as straight as possible, which should also greatly reduce the splay of 
aircraft. 

Why is the departure path so wide on 17R? 

All eastern destined aircraft depart on runway 17R. However, some aircraft will continue straight out to 
destinations such as Las Vegas and others need to turn westerly towards destinations throughout B.C. and 
Edmonton. 

Why do aircraft arrive over Airdrie? 

When aircraft are arriving on runway 17L or 17R, they will be arriving over the Airdrie area. Aircraft are 
required to line up for their designated runway between 8 – 20 miles from YYC in order to connect with the 
airport’s ILS (instrument landing system). Wind from the south will cause the use of runway 17L and 17R, 
therefore requiring aircraft to fly over the Airdrie area.  

Why do north and west bound aircraft fly over the city when departing south from 17R? 

Aircraft using 17R that are heading to the west or the south will have to fly over portions of the city in order 
to get to their destination 

Why do aircraft appear so low on arrivals? 

Generally, aircraft are required to maintain an attitude of 1000 feet above ground level over densely 
populated areas on approach. Larger aircraft may have an appearance to be lower but are quite often at the 
same altitude as the smaller aircraft. Aircraft fly below 1000 feet in very close proximity to the airport, 
generally when landing or taking off at the airport. Any concerns that have been investigated regarding low 
flying aircraft have always been found to be operating within the parameters of what is allowed. 

What is a downwind leg and why are they located where they are? 

This structure is common at busy airports around the world with parallel runways and is used at Toronto, 
Vancouver, and Montreal airports. The flight paths for arriving aircraft are designed to keep descending and 
arriving aircraft safely separated. Flight paths are designed in accordance with strict design criteria that 
govern factors such as climb and descent angles, turn radii, and the minimum length of flight path 
segments. Canadian design criteria are based on international standards set by the International Civil 
Aviation Organization to ensure that flight paths are safe and that they are flyable by the various aircraft 
types that operate on them. 

Introduction of RNPs (Required Navigation Performance)  

Capt. Brad Waddell spoke on behalf of NACC (National Airlines Counsel of Canada) on the topic of RNPs.  
RNPs represents the latest in navigation aids, allowing aircraft that have the equipment to fly more precisely 
along a predefined route using state-of-the-art onboard navigation systems and the Global Positioning 
System (GPS) – resulting in improved efficiency, capacity and environmental performance for the global air 
transportation system. 
 
 
Update on RNAV SIDS (Departures) 

Doug provided an update on the RNAV SIDS procedure. The Authority is presently working with Nav 
Canada and Transport Canada to design and present new RNAV SIDS in 2016. 
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Additional Questions and/or Remarks Made 
 

 Why do aircraft not wait until an altitude of 5,000ft above the ground before initiating a turn to 
destination?  

Some aircraft would take a long time to climb to 5,000 ft, and this would create a road block in the 
airspace. This would complicate the airspace system and have the potential to have negative noise 
impacts potentially an unsafe environment. 

 

 What is the current minimum altitude that props can fly over communities and could they go out further 
before initiating a turn?   

Canadian Aviation Regulations prescribes 1,000 feet as the minimum altitude that an aircraft may fly- 
over a built up area, unless the aircraft is conducting a take-off, approach or landing (other exemptions 
may also apply).   
 

 Comment was made that recently, the old runway is being used over the new runway during nighttime 
operations.   

It was explained that factors such as tower operational restrictions and a number of airfield construction 
projects have been something the teams have been dealing with throughout 2015. However, the 
Authority is working with Nav Canada to ensure the airspace and airfield is being utilized as designed. 

 Public View installation has been postponed due to technical problems.  Presently working with 
Nav Canada and the software provider to resolve the issues.  

 Jody suggested posting any construction activity online that may cause any unusual runway activity. 

 Jody introduced Mariel Higuerey, Director, Community Engagement, Communications and Stakeholder 
Relations.  Mariel will be setting up the logistics of future meetings and emailing meeting invitations.  
She will also be the one who will get in touch with you individually to arrange any outside discussions 
that may be needed.  PLEASE NOTE:  Mariel is not the person to contact for any noise complaints. 

 
3. MOVING FORWARD   
 

Another meeting has been called for the week of November 16th to further involve the communities in the 
development of the RNP.  

***Update, the meeting date options were changed to the week of November 23 

5. CONCLUSION OF MEETING 

 The meeting was concluded at 8:33 pm. 
 
 
6. NEXT MEETING 

Next meeting will be scheduled for November, date TBD. 


