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DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING 
of June 10th, 2015 

Airport Community Consultative Committee (ACCC) 
Silver Dart Boardroom, Calgary International Airport 

 
Committee Members present were:   

 AirBiz  
 Albert Park and Radisson Heights Community Association 
 Beddington Community Association  
 Bridgeland-Riverside Community Association 
 Chestermere Regional Community Association 
 Crossroads Community Association  
.                                      Dover Community Association 
 Evanston-Creekside Community Association 
 Inglewood Community Association  
 Marlborough Community Association 
 Marlborough Park Community Association  
 Martindale Community Association 
 National Airline Council of Canada (NACC) 
 Nav Canada 
 Northern Hill Community Association 
 Riverbend Community Association 
 Rocky View County 
 Rundle Community Association  
 Sandstone MacEwan Community Association 
 Skyview Ranch Community Association 
 Strathcona Christie Aspen Community Association 
 Temple Community Association  
 The Calgary Airport Authority 
 The City of Calgary 

Tuxedo Park Community Association 
 Winston Heights-Mountainview Community Association 
 Whitehorn Community Association 
 
By Teleconference: Air Canada  

 

Regrets: Falconridge / Castleridge Community Association 
 Hidden Valley Community Association 
 Kincora Community Association 
 Meadowlark Park Community Association  
 Monterey Park Community Association 
 Pineridge Community Association 
 The City of Airdrie 
 
  

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CDwQFjAAahUKEwjUt7aAjpXGAhUDK4gKHR1rBH0&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brcacalgary.org%2F&ei=nI6AVdT5BoPWoASd1pHoBw&usg=AFQjCNErQuBKmD5vm9OpczhKteMPymEoAQ&bvm=bv.96041959,d.cGU
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____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
 Meeting was called to order at 6:37 
 
 

Welcome & Introductions 
 
Terry Thompson, Director, Environmental Services, Calgary Airport Authority started the meeting with a 
word of welcome and  initiated a round table introduction of all participants in attendance.  

 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

The Calgary Airport Authority introduced the agenda and order of business was accepted.  
 
 

 
2. BUSINESS  

 

 Update on Operational Concerns and Initiatives 
 

 Terry explained how before the opening of the new runway in June 2014, 11 sectors had been devised to 
group communities according to how each sector was impacted by operations.  Due to the new runway 
these sectors have been revised to reflect the new stats being received.  

The Calgary Airport Authority has been diligent in informing communities on airport operations and stats 
reveal that there has been a significant reduction in the amount of callers and emails coming in. 

 Divergence from 15° to a 10° when departing from the new runway 17L was implemented on May 1st.  A ten 
day track analysis was taken before and after the implementation displaying the splay for comparison.  An 
overlay of before and after tracks revealed an accomplished undertaking as the flight course is now more 
over the industrial area when departing from the new runway 17L. 

Question was asked if this 10° divergence could be implemented on the old runway and it was explained 
that it cannot due to height restrictions with the downtown area.   

 It was confirmed that the design phase for RNAV Departure Procedures is underway.  The proposed GPS-
guided system would push planes into tighter, altered courses which would allow for greater flexibility and 
accuracy in point-to-point navigation.  It was mentioned that although this tight course would alleviate noise 
for many, it could also become a constant for others. More discussion and feedback is needed as 
progression is made with the development. 

Mention was made of the Performance Based Navigation (PBN). This new navigation system is based on 
GPS technology. PBN aims to ensure global standardization of as air navigation systems move from ground 
based technology to GPS world-wide. 

 Terry took the time to clarify a common misconception that airplanes follow along Deerfoot trail. 
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 PublicVue will be implemented on to the YYC.com website on July 15th.  This web-based solution will 
provide the public with an accurate visualization of aircraft traffic. Due to security reasons, flight information 
displayed will be on a 10 minute delay and aircraft identification will not be revealed.  A “How-To” document 
will be available online to describe the steps necessary to help navigate through the system.  

 On July 14th, virtual noise monitors will be placed in several locations to be tested for accuracy.  Inquiry was 
made if anyone could bring forth a request for a monitor to be placed in a specific location.  Terry 
acknowledged that this would be considered on a case by case request. 

 
 
Lessons Learned from Airspace Changes – Airbiz 
 
Karl did a presentation on the challenges of noise impact.  His presentation focused on noise impact   
through new or modified flight tracks and ways to engage with the public to describe noise impact using a 
variety of metrics.  Karl provided examples of innovative ways airports from around the world with similar 
noise issues have used to engage with the public.  

 

 
New Initiative:  RNAV Standard Instrument Departure Procedures (SID) Development 
 
Terry gave a brief update on the status of the RNAV SID. Initial designs are being evaluated by Nav Canada 
to insure they are consistent with other arrival/departure procedures and designed airways. Once these 
procedures have been accepted by Nav Canada they will be reviewed by the technical committee before 
being presented to the ACCC. 
 
 
 
Airspace Change Communications and Consultation Protocol – Jody Mosely 
 
Jody began her presentation focusing on the history on how and when the new runway was first 
planned and the principles needed to balance the diverse priorities between business and 
communities.  Jody’s presentation went on to express the importance of dialogue with communities.  In 
June 2015, Nav Canada and the Canadian Airports Council released a protocol for engaging with 
communities on airspace changes.  This protocol establishes a framework to ensure residents have 
the opportunity to know that a change may be taking place, why the change is necessary, and to learn 
and understand how the change may affect them. It also enables residents to provide input that will be 
taken into consideration as part of the design process. The Calgary Airport Authority continues to 
assess the impact of the new flight paths working with the Airport Community Consultative Committee 
on procedure options.  Discussion ensued.   

 

Aircraft Fleet Improvements - NACC 

Don McKay took the time to explain how new planes being built today are significantly quieter than 
they were in past decades. New aircraft coming into service such as the Airbus A380 superjumbo and 
the Boeing 787 Dreamliner are much quieter than the ones they are replacing.  The Boeing 787 will 
provide a 60% reduction in noise compared to the Boeing 767.  As aircraft and engine technology 
improve and planes become quieter, Calgary residents will benefit from reduced noise emissions. 



 
 

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 10TH, 2015 ACCC MEETING 
Page 4 of 5 

Round Table 

 A request was made to use less technical terms when speaking to the Committee and the presenter 
requested they be informed when clarification is needed. 

 Important to understand that aircraft will always generate some level of disturbance and that it’s our 
committee’s role to identify and mitigate that disturbance where possible. Some mitigation strategies can be 
implemented quickly where there is agreement among stakeholders while others may need lengthy periods 
of consultation and regulatory change.      

 Question was asked if a flight path could be tailor made for the conditions specific to Calgary to avoid 
residential areas. It was explained that was a basic design criteria however our airport is surrounded 
by residential communities and moving the flight paths to simply move concerns from one community 
over another would not be considered.   

 Strathcona, Christie, Aspen, Community representative has voiced concerns over their area and noted 
that there is farm land south and west of them.  A request was made to have flight paths changed to 
alleviate their areas. This request will be reviewed by the technical committee. 

 Question was asked on what criteria is considered in flight path design.  It was explained that there are 
international standards and aircraft flight limitations that guide the design of safe operating procedures.  

 A request was made to have the members of the Airport Community Consultative Committee – 
Technical Working Group present at the next ACCC meeting to help explain mitigation strategies and 
timelines. 

 An inquiry was made on what website could provide some education on RNAV procedures.  The 
following websites were listed: 

http://www.faa.gov/nextgen/ 
http://www.icao.int/safety/pbn/Pages/default.aspx 
http://www.navcanada.ca/EN/products-and-services/Pages/on-board-operational-initiatives-pbn-
rnav.aspx 
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/avs/offices/afs/afs400/afs470/pbn/ 
 

 
 

3. MOVING FORWARD   
 

 Continue working with the runway utilization working group, reviewing data received and analysis of 
balancing activity on the 2 runways for both arrivals and departures. 

 Operational concerns – identify potential mitigation strategies and perform analyses of various mitigation 
options 

 Ongoing - RNAV departure design - Several steps are required through the technical committee before 
being able to come to the table with a proposed procedure. Presently in the preliminary design stage 
working with NavCanada as it is proceeding. Once the draft design will be completed, consultation will be 
done with a design specialist.   

http://www.faa.gov/nextgen/
http://www.icao.int/safety/pbn/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.navcanada.ca/EN/products-and-services/Pages/on-board-operational-initiatives-pbn-rnav.aspx
http://www.navcanada.ca/EN/products-and-services/Pages/on-board-operational-initiatives-pbn-rnav.aspx
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/avs/offices/afs/afs400/afs470/pbn/
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 Required Navigation Performance (RNP) approaches has been designed and an analysis on the impact it 
would have on communities around the airport will be reviewed.  Once the impact analysis is complete, a 
public consultation will take place before implementation. 

 Implementation of  PublicVue and Virtual Noise Monitoring on July 15th, 2015 

 

 
5. CONCLUSION OF MEETING 

 The meeting was concluded at 9:12 pm. 
 
 
 
6. NEXT MEETING 

Next meeting will be scheduled for September, date TBD. 


