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Airport Community Consultative Committee (ACCC) 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
September 18th, 2019 

YYC Calgary International Airport 
 
 
Organizations Attending: 
 
 Albert Park-Radisson Heights Community Association 
 Bridgeland-Riverside Community Association 

City of Airdrie 
City of Calgary 
City of Chestermere 
Crossroads Community Association 
Federation of Calgary Communities 
Inglewood Community Association 
Marlborough Community Association 
Monterey Park Community Association 
Northern Hills Community Association 
Renfrew Community Association 
Strathcona, Christie Park, Aspen Woods Community Association 
Temple Community Association 
The Calgary Airport Authority 
National Airlines Council of Canada 
NAV Canada 
 

 
Regrets: Evanston Creekside Community Association 

Martindale Community Association 
Ogden, Lynnwood Millican Community Association 
Pineridge Community Association 
Riverbend Community Association 
Rundle Community Association 
Sandstone MacEwan Community Association 
Signal Hill Community Association 
Whitehorn Community Association 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 18:37. 

Welcome & Introductions 

 Marta Bristow, Environmental Specialist, from The Calgary Airport Authority started the meeting with a 
word of welcome; attendees introduced themselves and the agenda was reviewed. 
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 Presenters for the meeting were Greg Konrad, Manager, Tower Operations, NAV CANADA; Carmelle 
Hunka, General Counsel and Vice President, Risk & Compliance, The Calgary Airport Authority; Doug 
Francoeur, Director, Compliance and Safety, The Calgary Airport Authority; and Marta Bristow. 

BUSINESS 

1. Noise Monitoring Program Updates – Marta Bristow, The Calgary Airport Authority 

 Mobile Noise Monitoring Program: the Mobile Noise Monitoring program was launched in July 
2019; a YYC van is equipped with a portable noise monitoring terminal (NMT) that will measure 
aircraft noise for four weeks at a time in communities that do not currently have noise monitoring 
in their areas. 

 The mobile noise monitoring van was positioned in Signal Hill for 4 weeks beginning in July 2019, 
and Strathcona Park beginning in August 2019. It will be placed in Chestermere (Rainbow Falls) 
in September, and then in Airdrie (Kings Heights) in October. Communities participating in the 
program will receive a summary report of the monitoring results.  

o Live data can be viewed on YYC Airport’s PublicVue Flight Tracking System 

o During the monitoring periods, data will be collected 24 hours per day 

 Signal Hill Permanent Noise Monitor: Three potential locations for permanent noise monitoring 
installations have been submitted to the City of Calgary for approval. Installation is on track for 
this fall.  

 Noise Concerns: Between January and August 2019, The Calgary Airport Authority received 
2,484 noise concerns; those noise concerns were submitted by 274 households.  

o The top 5 communities by number of households submitting concerns were: Marlborough (20 
households); Oakridge (15 households); Rundle (14 households); Signal Hill (12 
households); and Renfrew (11 households) 

2. Runway Usage for June to August 2019  – Marta Bristow, The Calgary Airport Authority 

 Runway selection was based on a number of variables, including wind direction (aircraft must 
take off and land facing the wind), air traffic volumes, runway construction and maintenance, and 
aircraft operator requests (NOTE: See Slide 9 of the meeting presentation for the overview of 
aircraft movements on each runway during June – August 2019). 

 During this 3-month period, more than half the time, winds were from the north, which 
necessitated north flowing flight operations. 

 Flow of operations for the 3-month period: 63% of flight operations were in a northerly flow; 35% 
were in a southerly flow, and over just 1% were in a westerly flow. 

3. Construction Impacts to Runway Use  – Doug Francoeur, The Calgary Airport Authority 

 The following construction projects impacted runway usage over the spring and summer: 

o West Runway electrical and sign upgrades - runway was closed for periods of time in June 
and August 

o East Runway texturing work – runway was closed between 20:00 and 08:00 for two weeks in 
September 
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o Taxiway F concrete panels – full closure of taxiway for 21 days; the east runway was used 
predominantly for arrivals, while the west runway was used for departures 

o East Deicing Apron (EDA) – this is the largest construction project at the airport this summer; 
work began in April and will be finished in November; taxiways to the east were closed all 
summer and taxiways to the north were closed on weekends; the east runway was used 
predominantly for arrivals, while the west runway was used for departures. 

 Once the EDA is completed in November:  

o The EDA will be the primary location for aircraft deicing for efficiency and glycol recovery and 
recycling 

o On days with deicing events, more aircraft will depart from the East Runway to accommodate 
immediate departures after the aircraft have been deiced 

4. Noise Mitigation Initiatives 

 Alternating Runway Trial – Doug Francoeur, The Calgary Airport Authority: The purpose of 
the trial was to alternate the use of runways for south flowing aircraft departures on weekends. 

o A monthly summary of the trial results is presented on slides 18-21 of the meeting 
presentation 

o In 2018, the trial was implemented more than 60% of the time in 8 months of the year 

o In 2019, the trial was impacted by airfield construction projects and weather 

o The future use of this protocol is being evaluated 

 New Proposed Departure Procedures – Greg Konrad, NAV CANADA: NAV CANADA is 
working collaboratively with The Calgary Airport Authority to consider a new departure procedure 
that will deliver noise mitigation to communities south of the airport, respond to airport 
infrastructure changes and improve air traffic management during high demand periods.  

o The procedure is a proposed change in jet turns off runways 17L and 17R (south departures 
off the east and west runways) 

o It is anticipated that 30-50% of departures off runway 17R would initiate a 30 degree turn left 
once a safe altitude has been reached 

o It is anticipated that up to 15% of departures off runway 17L would initiate a 30 degree turn 
right once a safe altitude has been reached 

o Community benefits may include increased noise distribution for departures 

o Trial format provides an opportunity to assess benefits to communities, and will include an 
opportunity for community feedback 

o The start date is to be confirmed 
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5. TRAN Committee Report Update – Carmelle Hunka, The Calgary Airport Authority 

 The House of Commons Standing Committee on Transport, Infrastructure, and Communities 
(TRAN) initiated a study on the impacts of aircraft noise in the vicinity of major Canadian airports.  

 The final report was published in March 2019 with a list of 16 recommendations.  

 In June 2019, Transport Canada released its response to the report, which can be viewed at: 
https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/42-1/TRAN/report-28/response-8512-421-533 

 In their response to the recommendation to study the implications of shifting the west side 
approach to Calgary International Airport, Transport Canada stated their role is to ensure safety 
standards are met, and noted that NAV CANADA is responsible for flight path design 

 Jonathan Bagg from NAV CANADA noted that NAV CANADA was pleased to participate in the 
process, and that many of the study recommendations touched on operational concepts that NAV 
CANADA and its industry partners are actively pursuing to reduce the impact of flight operations 
on communities, such as the use of Continuous Descent Operations. With respect to the 
recommendation to study the implications of shifting the west side approach, there are several 
known constraints, including:  

o the need to ensure a flight path design that allows air traffic controllers to sequence aircraft 
safely 

o present and future air traffic demands, and, 

o the need to meet Transport Canada’s airspace design criteria.  

 Shifting the west approach by 20 or more kilometres to the west (far enough to avoid populated 
areas) would make it challenging for air traffic controllers to manage the timings of when aircraft 
would need to turn off the downwind leg and on to the base leg. Since departures are usually kept 
below arrivals, this would present new community impacts associated with aircraft on departure. 
In addition, the nearby presence of Springbank Airport would likely add to the level of complexity. 
Despite these challenges, NAV CANADA remains committed to working with the ACCC and 
industry partners to consider opportunities to reduce the impacts of aircraft noise. 

CONCLUSION OF MEETING 

The meeting was adjourned at 19:33. 


