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Airport Community Consultative Committee (ACCC) 
MINUTES OF A MEETING 

November 28, 2018 
YYC Calgary International Airport 

 
Committee Members present were:   

Albert Park-Radisson Heights Community Association 
Calgary Marlborough Community Association 
City of Airdrie 
City of Calgary 
Crossroads Community Association 
Inglewood Community Association 
Martindale Community Association 
NAV CANADA 
Ogden, Lynnwood Millican Community Association 
Pineridge Community Association 
Renfrew Community Association 
Rep for The Honourable Deepak Obhrai, P.C., M.P. Calgary Forest Lawn 
Calgary Community Forest Lawn 
Sandstone MacEwan Community Association 
Signal Hill Signature Park Community Association 
Strathcona, Christie Park, Aspen Woods Community Association 
Temple Community Association  
The Calgary Airport Authority 
 

 

Regrets: 
Bridgeland-Riverside Community Association 
City of Chestermere 
Evanston Creekside Community Association 
Federation of Calgary Communities 
Marlborough Park Community Association 
Monterey Park Community Association 
Riverbend Community Association 
Rundle Community Association 
WestJet Airlines, Rep for the National Airlines Council of Canada 
Whitehorn Community Association 

 
 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

Welcome & Introductions 
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Carmelle Hunka, General Counsel and Senior Director Risk & Compliance, from The Calgary Airport Authority 
started the meeting with a word of welcome and introduced the agenda. 

 
Speakers for the evening included James Carr for NAV CANADA, Suzanne Davis-Hall, Director, 
Environmental Services at The Calgary Airport Authority and Kayla Coady, Environmental Services Specialist 
at The Calgary Airport Authority. 

2. BUSINESS 

• Proposed Changes and Information Availability on Website – Suzanne Davis-Hall  
 

The Authority presented the proposed changes and information that is now available on the website with the 
goal to hear back from Committee Members with their feedback. Goals for the noise management website 
are: 

 Improve information and content 

 Increase transparency 

 Integrate your feedback 
 

Operations Data on yyc.com – Kayla Coady  
 

In response to requests made by committee members, the monthly operations data are now summarized in 
a different format that clearly shows individual runway utilization. Kayla showed how anyone can access the 
data on yyc.com. The step-by-step instructions will be included in the ACCC PowerPoint presentation. 
Runway data will be updated on a monthly basis and published on yyc.com in PDF format for easy 
download and distribution. 

 
Runway Use Trial – Suzanne Davis-Hall 
 
An update on the active trial days was presented. Construction and maintenance activities continued until 
the end of the second weekend of November.  This resulted in runway closures that impacted the ability to 
run the trial. Construction season has ended for 2018. Weekend runway closures are now posted under 
Notices section of the noise management page of yyc.com. 

 
The runway use trial was scheduled to end on September 30th 2018.  After a year of trial implementation, 
NavCanada had no issues with regards to safety or operations and agreed to extend the trial for another 
year if the committee members agree.  Committee members unanimously agreed to extend the runway trial 
until September 2019 in effort to collect more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 28TH, 2018 ACCC MEETING 
Page 3 of 4 

 
 
Noise Monitor Terminal (NMT) Updates – Kayla Coady 
 
Permanent Noise Monitor Network: 
The permanent NMT relocations that were proposed at the last ACCC meeting in June for summer 2018 will 
be postponed until summer 2019.  Instead, the five new NMTs that were purchased by The Calgary Airport 
Authority were used to upgrade 5 existing permanent locations. These five upgraded sites are located in the 
communities of: 

 Inglewood 

 Mayland Heights 

 Whitehorn 

 Martindale 

 Skyview Ranch 
 
Other NMT Updates: 
West Airdrie NMT was installed on October 31st 2018 and will remain in its location until spring 2019. Long 
term noise monitoring is planned for Signal Hill and more detailed information will be made available at the 
next ACCC meeting. 

 
Live Noise Levels from Upgraded NMTs: 
Live noise levels with a 10 minute delay will now be available on YYC.com through PublicVue Flight 
Tracking System. Kayla showed how the flight tracking system can be accessed from yyc.com.  Step-by-
step instructions are also included in the ACCC PowerPoint presentation. 
 
 
NAV Canada Presentation – James Carr 
 
NAV Canada provided the committee with an update regarding the newly implemented procedure called 
Established on RNP (EoR). This new procedure allows more aircraft (equipped with the necessary 
technology) to use Required Navigation Performance (RNP).  RNP benefits include operational 
predictability, environmental benefits, and continuous descent operations (quieter approach). NAV Canada 
showed a video to better explain EoR in action at YYC.  A link to the video is included in the ACCC 
PowerPoint presentation. Calgary is one of the first airports in the world to use this technology with currently 
40% of planes arriving have RNP capability. 

3. Q & A 

Q. Why does the West runway see so much more traffic over the East runway? 
A. There are only two taxiways that connect the East and West runways and when one undergoes 
construction the other can only route aircraft traffic in one direction. The majority of aircraft at YYC are housed 
on the west side of the airport and as a result, they can only effectively use the West runway to depart. 
Construction season has ended for 2018 and as a result, runway traffic will likely return to a normal state. 
 
Q. Are goals and parameters set for the runway use trial? 
A. Yes. Our goal is to run the study for the full year without impacting safety. 
 
Q. Is it possible to ground sort departures like arrivals? 
A. Yes, but it requires both of our east to west taxiways to not be under construction. 
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Q. What happens to noise complaints? 
A. We investigate if the aircraft in question has broken any rules and capture the data to observe any apparent 
trends. 
 
Q. Why can’t planes bypass the city and fly into the airport in a straight line instead of turning over 
communities? 
A. The city has grown and continues to grow around the airport. As an urban airport, aircraft have to fly over 
the city in order to access the airport. The airspace over Calgary is designed according to Transport Canada 
specifications, which incorporates international standards as well as safety and other considerations. As a 
result of the combined airspace constraints and the various aircraft origins and destinations, aircraft must turn 
over the city. 
 
Q. Will RNP reduce noise on all levels of arrival? 
A. Yes. Planes will no longer have to slow down or speed up (to maintain separation standards) and can 
descend at a constant speed causing the least amount of noise. 
 
Q. Are there several training helicopters flying out of Springbank? 
A. Yes. NAV Canada will look into further information. 
 
Q. Can we invite transport Canada to the meeting to discuss flightpaths? 
A. We can, but transport Canada isn’t responsible for flight path determination as they are the regulator, 
providing the rules and regulations that the flightpaths are designed according to. 
 
Q. Can we create optimal flightpaths to not fly over my community? 
A. Re-routing a flightpath doesn’t mitigate the problem, only moves it over to the next community.  Instead, 
we rely on technology and procedures to help mitigate noise on all communities, such as the work done 
implementing EoR. 
 
Q. I like hearing that our complaints are being heard. What is the next step after that? 
A. The information that is provided will be further analyzed to identify any trends. 

4. CONCLUSION OF MEETING 

 The meeting was concluded at 19:35. 

5. NEXT MEETING 

TBD 

 
================================================================================= 
 
The ACCC Meetings are about bringing forth knowledge, data from studies, reviewing options when possible 
and keeping the community informed of any industry changes from a technical perspective. The Committee 
provides a forum that encourages dialogue and information exchange between airport operators, community 
representatives, and airport users.   

 


